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May 6, 2024 VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS

6:30 p.m. The regular meeting ofthe Village Board ofTmstees was called to order by Mayor Behnken. A roll call

WaS ausWered by Tnrstees Newbold, Politsch and Geppert. Tnrstees Fitzgerald, Feder and Keaus were absent.

Aiso present were Tim Buehler, Chief of Police, and C山上s Remick, Superintendent of Public Wo血es.

V量SITORS

No visitors were present.

READING OF THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)

The minutes of the April 1 5’2024, regular board meeting were submitted to the Board for approval. A motion

WaS made by Tnlstee Newbold, SeCOnded by ThlStee Gappert, tO aPprOVe the minutes of the regular board meeting

and dispeuse wi血the oral reading・ A vote was auswered aye by all trustees present.

The minutes of血e Special Board meeting ofApri1 1 l, 2024, Were Submitted to the Board for approval. A motion

WaS made by T+ustee Newbold・ SeeOnded by T皿lstee Politsch, tO aPPrOVe the Sp∞ial Board meeting mi肌teS and

dispeuse with the oral reading. A vote was auswered aye by all tnrstees preserit.

The minutes of血e Special Board meeting of October 1 7, 203’Were Submitted to the Board for approval. A

motion was made by Tnrstee Newbold, Se∞nded by TIuStee Politsch, tO aPPrOVe the Sp∞ial Board meeting

minutes and dispense with the oral reading・ A vote was auswered aye by all trustees present.

Chief Buehler presented O節ce Jason Berry with a certi宜cate and a stork pin for the delivery of a baby in血e

Casey’s parking lot recently.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICAITION

M[AYOR

Mayor said he has a meeting soon with Betsy Witt from Vofker Engineering, Who has infomed him we have a

COSt OVerrun On the Spotsylvania resurfacing prQject, that is estimated at $264,000. She’s having some senior

Partners reView it and provide some final statements on it. Ifit is a significam anou血ofmoney, he would

re∞mmend we use restricted funds to pay the overmn. Those restricted funds would consist of the TIF funds and

the business district funds. Those districts are part of the Spotsylvania prQj∞t. Vblkert may come up with some

design changes’but then the changes would have to go back to IDOT. They have infomed h血that the August 2

1etting is going to be tight for them. That is in 90 days. Mayor is disappointed with that suggestion.

Motion was made by Tnrstee Politsch to approve signing ofthe Building and Zoning Agreement with St. Clair

County, Se∞nded by Tnlstee Geppert・ This is a routine agreement that we sign every year. A vote was auswered

aye by all tnrstees present.

VILLAGE CLERK

Paula and Nancy both have concems regarding血e changing of the VAter & Sewer and Trash penalty for late

Payment ProVisions. Paula explained that we have an ordinance in place that customers are still respousible for

their water bills even ifthey do not receive them in the mail. This situation is not a problem due to Village Hau

but the USPS is causing the problem. We give pcople the option ofpaying ahead on their bills. She o餓3red anyone

Who would like to know血e process ofthe water bills to explain it to th(m・ We apply血e penalty date on a certain

day and moving the due date sho山d be left alone. We send out pink cards to remind p∞Ple that their bi11s are due.

TTustee Newbold thought by doing so would alleviate the issues ofthe nunber of ∞mPlaints we get, nOt Create



even more problems. Trustee Politsch questioned the use of Locis. She suggested I11inois Epay. Paula suggested

the option of debit or credit card use. Thstee Newbold made a motion to table this discussion, SeCOnded by

Trustee Geppert. A vote was answered aye by all trustees present. Paula explained that Computype offered what is

ca11ed “BDR・・, Backup Disaster Recovery, Which is a piece of software that backs up our infomation every hour.

It will cost an extra $50 per month. She felt the more frequerit backups would keep the Vi11age infomation saf料

It is available anytime if the board agrees we need it. She explained that we have another free cybersecurity option

from a gra血called Crowdstrike Falcon Complete. It is through the state of Illinois, and we have been approved’

along with the police department, tO reCeive the downloads. Computype wi11 be dow血oading it in the next day or

so. It is not a backup, rather extra protection to keep from being hacked.

TREASURER? S REPORT

Nothing to report.

POLICE CH|EF

Chiefpresented the activity log for血e month・ The docking stations for the computers fiIla11y a正ved, 5 days

early. Sgt. Remer took all the equipment to the p∞Ple who are going to install it・ He sent all the old tasers to a

pla∞ Called Accredited Security in FIorida. They recycle old equipment and sent血e police department a ch∞k

for $190. For the 2024 bulletproofgrant, he applied for that. For the two new sq脚dcars, they wi11 not be able to

use the old radars from血e old cars because they are over twerity years old. He was hoping we could get new

radars for the new cars. He found a company that has some refufoished radars and the ∞St WOuld be $895 each.

Brand new ones would cost $1 895. He requested a demo from the company to see ifour officers like them or not,

prior to spending that much money. The warranty on refuIbished units will be one year. Sgt Jake Remer made a

tI楓能c stop in town that took more Fentanyl (one gram) offthe street on Apri1 20, 2024. As ofJune 30, 2024,

IWIN will no longer support the police in nmning information such as driver’s liceuse and liceuse plates, etC.

T血ough Omnigo, Our COmPuter ITI platfonns, they are putting toge血er a progran to rm that through our

∞mPuters. It will ∞St $2340 a year to use the interface. Omnigo will change $1550 for the rest ofthe year since

we didn’t sign up earlier and we are haltway though the year. By the middle of九me, Chief wi11 revisit this with

the board. O飾.cer Berry and Devin got the 20 10 Dodge Changer started and drove it around. Chris recomnended

listing the car on govdeals.∞m and trying to sell it・ It is an online auction and we’d probably get a better price for

it. Motion was made by TnlStee Newbold to list the 201 0 Dodge Charger on govdeals.com, SeCOnded by Tnlstee

Politsch. A vote was auswered aye by a11 tnlsteeS PreSent. Motion was made by TnlStee Newbold to accept the

∞ntraCt Wi血Omnigo Software for 5 years and pay血e invoice that is currently due. Se∞nded by Tnrstee

Geppert. A roll call vote was auswered aye by Trustees Newbold’Gepperi and Politsch.

SUPER|NTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS

Chris reported the campground sign has been iustalled・ The lead inventory grant we have applied for has been

approved. Mike Sullivan, Who works for Schulte Supply, Will do the report. This is to detennine if there is any
substantial lead content ofwater service lines. The敢A wants all water lines are made of; albeit copper, lead, etC.

It will take 2-3 months for the company to complete it. Chris has talked to Dillon Dachsteiner about the part time

mowing position. His last day ofschool is this week, SO he will start May 13th mowing grass・ The tree that the city

opted to pay half for the grinding ofthe stunp, has been taken down. The stunp has been ground. They need to

produce a receipt so the city can reimburse血em $200. Chris is hoping to purchase a stump grinder so the city can

take care of that theuselves. Swyear has requested to purehase some roadamill from the city. John Feder was also

inquiring about it. Chris re∞mmends we get rid ofit・ We ∞山d sell it for $5 a ton, Which ∞Vers the ∞St Ofthe

public worirs empIoyees lcading it. The board members approve of getting rid of it, Since we will have more once

血e Spotsylvania resurfacing prqi ect begius.



AMBULANCE SERTCE

Mayor has been working with Vin Lear to get an anbulance contract assigment. He sent a copy of a rough draft

this aftemoon. He also sent a ∞py directly to the Fire Department’s attomey. Van Lear is in the process of putting

together the lease agreemerit.

REPORTS OF COMHVIFTTEES OF THE VnOLE

STREETS AND ALLEYS

Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT

Motion was made by Tnlstee Newbold to approve the bills as presented’Seconded by Tnrstee Geppert.

A vote was auswered aye by a11 trustees preserit. A motion was made by Trustee Newbold to approve the trausfers,

seconded by TmStee Politsch. A vote was auswered aye by a11 trustees present.

VArER AND SEWER

Kaskaskia Water District is increasing their rates by.25 per one thousand gallons. They have not inereased血eir

rates in three years. That equals a 5.56% inerease. Motion was made by TIuStee Newbold to raise血e water rate

5.56% begiming July l St, 2024, in coIもunction with KWD rates, Se∞nded by Tnlstee Geppert. A vote was

auswered aye by all tnlsteeS PreSent.

PERS ONNEL

Nothing to report.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS

The t-ball dianond has been worked on. The weather has held up the progress.

CEM[ETERY .

Nothing to report.

ORDINAN C E

Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS

Nothing to report.

PUBLIC SAFETY. AMBULANCE AND ADA

Nothing to report.

M[AR|NA

John did get one ofthe river houses over to the shore. Chris told him he could help if needed. Trustee Newbold

reported that John knows someone who may be interested in buying it. In regards to the evacuntion plan for the

canpgrounds, Tnrstee Politsch had some campers call inquiring about what to do if it floods. Tmstee Geppert said

it is血e responsibility of ESDA to manage血e evac脚tion plan in the event of flooding. TmStee Politsch is still

trying to contact IDOT about the new sigus for血e highway.

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COIV[MITTEES



Nothing to report.

⊆PMMUNICATIONS. PETITIONS. RESOLUTIONS. ORDERS AND ORDENANCES

Motion was made to approve the MFT Resolution for O5/01/2024-04/3 1/2025 by Tnlstee Politsch, SeCOnded by

TIuStee Newbold. A roll call vote was auswered aye by Trustees Politsch, Geppert and Newbold. Motion was

made to approve the Hazard Mitigation Plan Resolution by TIuStee Newbold, SeCOnded by TIuStee Geppert, as

presented. This resolution is in case there is damage to the village from a disaster, and FEMA will reimburse us if
we make application. A roll call vote was auswered aye by TIuStees Gappert, Politsch and Newbold. Motion was

made by Tnrstee Politsch to approve the Vねge Resolution’Which increases full time empIoyees and part time

police o能cers pay by 5%, Se∞nded by Tnrstee Newbold. A roll call vote was auswered aye by TnlStees Geppert,

Politsch and Newbold.

C葛Ⅱ岬ESS
Tmstee Geppert amounced that our new siren will be sounded tomorrow at lO:00 a.m. by St. Clair County.

O能cer Jason Berry wanted to recognize Chief Buehler in assisting with血e birth of the baby in the Casey’s

paking lot. The two of them worked together and mom and baby are all doing well.

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Motion was made to a句oum the meeting @ 7:32 p.m. by Tnrstee Newbold, SeCOnded by Tnlstee Gappert. A vote

was auswered aye by all members present.

Joe Behnken, President

Paula Allard, Village Clerk/Collector
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May 6, 2024 VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS

6:30 p.m. The regular meeting ofthe Village Board ofTnrstees was called to order by Mayor Behhken. A ro‖ call

WaS ausWered by Tnrstees Newbold, Politsch and Geppert. Tnrstees Fitzgerald, Feder and Keams were absent.

AIso present were Tim Bue山er, Chief of Police, and Chris Remick, Superirltendent of Public Works.

VISITORS

No visitors were present.

READING OF THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)

The minutes ofthe Apri1 1 5, 2024, regular board meeting were submitted to the Board for approval. A motion

was made by Thstee Newbold, SeCOnded by Trustee G印pert, tO apprOVe the minutes of血e regular beard meeting

and dispeuse with the oral reading. A vote was auswered aye by a11 tnlstees PreSent・

The minutes of the Speeial Board meeting ofApri1 1 1 , 2024, Were Submitted to the Board for approval. A motion

was made by Tnlstee Newbold, Se∞nded by T皿lstee Politsch, tO aPProVe the Special Board meeting minutes and

dispeuse with the oral reading. A vote was auswered aye by all tnrstees preserit.

The minutes ofthe Special Board meeting ofOctober 17, 203, Were Submitted to the Board for approval. A

motion was made by Tnrstee Newbold, Se∞nded by Tnrstee Politsch, tO aPProVe the Sp∞ial Board meeting

minutes and dispeuse with the oral reading. A vote was auswered aye by all trustees present.

Chief Buehler presented O鉦ce Jason Beny with a certificate and a stork pin for the delivery of a baby in血e

Casey’s parking lot recently.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION

M:AYOR

Mayor said he has a meeting soon with Betsy W誼from VI)lker Engineering・ Who has infomed him we have a

cost overrm on血e Spotsylvania resurfecing prQject, that is estimated at $264,000・ She’s having some senior

partners review it and provide some final statements on it・ If it is a significant anount of money, he would

recom皿md we use restricted funds to pay the overrun Those restricted funds would ∞usist of the TIF funds and

the business district funds. Those districts are part ofthe Spotsylvania pr句eet. Vblkert may COme uP With some

design changes, but then the changes would have to go back to IDOT・ They have infomed him that the August 2

letting is going to be tight for them. That is in 90 days. Mayor is disappointed with that snggestion.

Motion was made by Tnlstee Politsch to approve signing of the Bu11ding and Zoning Agreement with St. Clair

County, Seconded by TIuStee G印pert. This is a routine agreement that we sign every year. A vote was auswered

aye by all tnlsteeS Present.

VILLAGE CLERK

Paula and Nancy bo血have concems regarding the changing of the VAter & Sewer and Trash penalty for late

payment provisions. Paula explained that we have an ordinance in pla∞ that customers are still respousible for

their water bills even ifthey do not receive them in the mail. This situation is not a problem due to Village Hall

but the USPS is causing the problem. W℃ give pcople the option ofpaying ahead on their bills・ She o飯井ed anyone

who would like to know血e prooess ofthe water bills to explain it to them. We apply血e penalty date on a certain

day and moving the due date should be left alone. We send out pink cards to remind p∞Ple that their bills are due.

Tnlstee Newbold thought by doing so would alleviate血e issues of the nunber of ∞mPlaints we get, nOt Create



even more problems. Trustee Politsch questioned the use of Locis. She suggested Illinois Epay. Paula suggested

the option of debit or credit card use. Trustee Newbold made a motion to table this discussion, SeCOnded by

Trustee Geppert. A vote was answered aye by all trustees present. Paula explained that Computype o任ered what is

called “BDR’’, Backup Disaster Recovery, Which is a piece of software that backs up our information every hour.

It wi11 cost an extra $50 per month. She felt the more frequent backups would keep the Vi11age information safer.

It is available anytime if the board agrees we need it. She explained that we have another free cybersecurity option

from a grant called Crowdstrike Falcon Complete. It is through the state of Illinois, and we have been approved,

along with the police department, tO reCeive the downloads. Computype will be dow血oading it in the next day or

so. It is not a backup, rather extra protection to keep from being hacked.

TREASURER●S REPORT

Nothing to report.

POLICE CHIEF

Chiefpresented the activity log for the month. The docking stations for the computers fiIlally arrived, 5 days

early. Sgt. Remer took all the equipment to the p∞Ple who are going to install it. He sent all the old tasers to a

pla∞ called A∞redited Security in FIorida. They recycle old equipment and sent the poli∞ d印artment a check

for $190. For the 2024 bulletproofgrant, he applied for that. For the two new squndcars, they will not be able to

use血e old radars from血e old cars because they are over twenty years old. He was hoping we could get new

radars for the new cars. He found a company that has some refu重心ished radars and the cost wo山d be $895 each.

Brand new ones would ∞st $1 895. He requested a demo from the company to see ifour o飾cers like them or not,

prior to spending that much money. The warranty on refubished units will be one year. Sgt Jake Remer made a

tra餓c stop in town that took more Fentanyl (one gran) offthe street on Apri1 20, 2024. As ofJune 30, 2024,

IWIN will no Ionger support血e police in nmning infomation such as driver,s liceuse and liceuse plates, etC.

Through Ondgo, Our ∞mPuter ITI platfoms, they are putting toge血er a progran to rm that t血ough our

computers. It will cost $2340 a year to use the interface. Omnigo will charge $1550 for the rest ofthe year since

we dich・t sign up earlier and we are haltway through血e year. By the middie ofJune, Chiefwi11 revisit皿s w皿

the board. O能cer Berry and Devin got the 20 1 0 Dodge Charger started and drove it around. Chris recommended

listing the car on govdeals.com and trying to sell it. It is an online auction and we,d probably get a be備er pri∞ for

it. Motion was made by Tnrstee Newbold to list the 2010 Dodge Changer on govdeals.com, SeCOnded by Trustee

Politsch. A vote was auswered aye by all tnrstees preserit. Motion was made by Trustee Newbold to accapt the

contract with Omnigo Software for 5 years and pay the invoi∞ that is currently due. Se∞nded by Tnrstee

Gappert. A roll call vote was auswered aye by Trustees Newbold, Geppert and Politsch.

宣UPERIIヾTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
l,Chris reported血e canpground sign has been instaned. The lead inventory grant we have applied for has been

approved. Mike Su皿van’Who works for Schulte Supply, Will do the report. This is to detemine ifthere is any

substantial lead ∞ntent Of water service lines. The EPA wants all water lines are made of; albeit ∞PPer, lead, etC.

It will take 2-3 months for the company to ∞mPlete it. Chris has talked to Di11on Dachsteiner about the part time

mowing position. His last day ofschool is this week’so he will start May 13th mowing grass. The tree血at the city

opted to pay half for the g血ding ofthe stunp’has been taken down・ The stunp has been ground.皿ey need to

produ∞ a receipt so血e city can reimburse them $200. Chris is hoping to punhase a stunp grinder so the city can

take care of that themselves. Swyear has requested to purehase some roadam皿from the city. John Feder was also

inquiring about it. Chris re∞mmends we get rid ofit. We ∞uld sell it for $5 a ton’Which ∞Vers the ∞St Ofthe

public works empIoyees loading it.皿e board members approve of getting rid of it, Since we will have more once

血e Spotsylvania resurfacing prqj ect begius.



AMBULANCE SENTCE

Mayor has been working with Van Lear to get an anbulan∞ ∞ntraCt aSSigrment. He sent a copy of a rough draft

this aftemoon. He also sent a ∞Py directly to血e Fire Department’s attomey. V乙n Lear is in the process of putting

together the lease agreement.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES OF THE VnOLE

STREETS AND ALLEYS

Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT

Motion was made by Tnlstee Newbold to approve the bills as presented’SeCOnded by Tnrstee Gappert.

A vote was auswered aye by all tnrstees preserit. A motion was made by Tnlstee Newbold to approve血e trausfers・

seconded by TIustee Politsch. A vote was auswered aye by all tnlstees PreSent.

WATER AND SEWER

Kaskaskia VAter District is increasing their rates by.25 per one thousand gallons. They have not increased their

rates in three years. That equnls a 5.56% increase. Motion was made by Tnrstee Newbold to raise the water rate

5.56% beginning July l St, 2024, in corjunction with KWD rates, Se∞nded by Tnrstee Geppert. A vote was

auswered aye by a‖ trustees present.

PERS ONNEL

Nothing to report.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS

The t_ba11 diamond has been worked on. The weather has held up the progress・

CEMETERY ‘

Nothing to report.

ORDINAN CE

Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS

∴Nothing to report.

些型LIC SAFETY, AMBULANCE AND ,4壁A
Nothing to report.

Jo血did get one ofthe river houses over to the shore. Chris told him he ∞uld help ifneeded. Trustee Newbold

reported that Joha knows som∞ne Who may be interested in buying it. In regards to the evac脚tion plan for the

canpgrounds, Tmstee Politsch had some campers call inquiring about what to do if it floods. Tnrstee Geppert said

it is the respousibility of ESDA to manage the evac脚tion plan in the eveut of flooding. Tnlstee Politsch is still

trying to contact IIroT about the new signs for the highway.

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES



Nothing to report.

C OMM岬
Motion was made to approve the MFT Reso山ion for O5/01/2024-04/3 1/2025 by Tnrstee Politsch’Se∞nded by

Trustee Newbold. A roll call vote was auswered aye by Tnrstees Politsch, Geppert and Newbold. Motion was

made to approve the Hazard Mitigation Plan Resolution by Tnlstee Newbold’Se∞nded by T皿lstee G印pert, as

presented. This resolution is in case there is damage to the village from a disaster, and FEMA will reimburse us if
we make application. A roll ∽ll vote was auswered aye by Tnlstees Geppert, Politsch and Newbold. Motion was

made by Tmstee Politsch to approve the Wage Resolution’Which increases full time empIoyees and part time

police o餓cers pay by 5%’Se∞nded by Tnrstee Newbold. A roll call vote was answered aye by TmStees Gappert,

Politsch and Newbold.

C U量岬S
Tnrstee Geppert amounced that our new siren will be sounded tomorrow at l O‥00 a.m・ by St. Clair County.

O飾cer Jason Berry wanted to re∞gnize Chief Buehler in assisting with the birth of the baby in the Casey’s

paking lot. The two ofthen woked together and mom and baby are all doing well.

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Motion was made to aqjoum the meeting @ 7:32 p.m. by Tnrstee Newbold, SeCOnded by Tnlstee Geppert. A vote
was auswered aye by a11 members present.

Joe Beh重ken, President

Paula A‖ard, Village Clerk/Coll∞tOr


